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| SRTNGEN OF LETER

(Conttinued from page 3)
wan - XiNu R 5 e sole surviver of §
family that had once bwen promisent in
our-tgwn. He hhmsell had been a wild
youth, and bis reputation had net lm-
proved witk added years. He Lad o
Berited & amall property from his fa-
ther and was suppossd to bave sguan
dered It. The bomestead bad been
sold o foreclosure procewdings within
a year, and lttie had been seen of Ak

Jen In Btockfon since then. 1 knew,
bowever, that be bad once been very
attentive to Annle Davenport, but had
been supplanted in bher affections, If,
jndesd, be ever had n share In them,
by & mucd better man, to whom she
was now sald by the gossips to he en
paged. This was Stuart Farnsworth,
soh of our postmaster and himsell a
bew fedped lawyer not without cliouts

“On the night of the robbery,” said
the detective, “Allen was seen and pos
ftively recognized within Afty yanrds of
the postoffice just after the safe Wwias
blown, and be was running away
That's bow sure we are of bhim. The
wan who saw him had sense suough 1o
keep dark about It except to the post
office authorities. He dkin't even tell
the police, for which we're much
obliged.”

It a fact that Allen's name bl
not been whispered In connection with
the affalr.

“Now, bere's a curlous clrcum.
stance,” continged Baxter. “The other
robber was seem, too, but not recog
uised, He may bave been disguised or
be may be a stranger. At any rate we
have his description, and we know that
he curried a large black hawnd bag
That bag doubtless coutained £S5
and more of Uncle Sam’s money, He
bad sense enough not to ruu, and Bily
Stern, the letter carpler. who was (be
man that saw Dim, had no Wea that
there was anything wrong with the fel-
low until after he beand that Allen had
been seen running In the other diree- |
tion empty banded. Then the mmmhm'
of the man with the big bug Mashed
upon Stern’s wind, and be told me.™

“Does the description fit anybaly
hereabouts ¥ asked Graham, |

“Except for a beard, which might |
bave been false, of course,” sald Bax-
ter, “it would fit Stoart Farusworth,
the postiaster’s son, fairly well And
ther¢'s a point: Young Furnsworth
might have known of the unusual sum
of movey in the postoffice safe, Hut he
teems to bave a fair allbl. He was
ealling that evening on u young lady
pamed Annle Davenport.” And the de
tective tapped the envelope with his

.

fgures divide off the words aind also
show the exteut of the shift, which
diferetut for each wond. How slmple!
D 1"~ Is the thind letter after |; 2 1 g
p v 15 the secoml letter alter &, o In
the second after o The whole reads
this way: “l don't dare (0 make & move
yet. Keep quiet, Our thme will come.” ™

“That doesu't give us much light”
said Baxter, "but we have the other
letters, and there's uo doubt they were
Interded for Allen's pal If the same
| clpher s used we've got"—

He paused as 17 strickens with paraly
sia. Oue of Miss Davenport's letters
was opasn In his hand. The contents
were blank paper!

It was the same with all of them; not

& serap of writing: no semblance of
any connmuuication whatever,

“Well, this knocks my ere out!™ sald
Baxter. Al then, with sodden eger
EY: “These euvelopes have been open-
ol | see the whole game. Stuart
Famaworth s the man. These letters
wete ot Rept under lock sud key; they
were scarcely out of plaly sight—In &
drawer of a writing desk (o the Daven
ports’ sitting reom. Farnsworth could
Fet at thew without the girls knowl-

wlge.

Now, (his looked reasohable enough,
except that a partuershlp o burginry
between fwo bitter rivale In love wonid
Yo somewhat of a novelty, especially
with the young wowhn an uncousclous
asalstant In the pefarious schemen. My
cradulity was bandly sgual to the de
mamd upon It, amd when T thought of
what | knew about young Farnsworth's
charncter 1 rebelled utterly.

“There s one polat” Grabam was
saylug. “Allen wrote this letter and
lost It. OF course he would write an-
other. Has It been recelved 1™

“Not yet," sall Baxter,

Grabam glanced at the clock,

“There's one more delivery today,” he
sald, “ItH be due In & few minutes at
Miss Davenport's house, Suppose we
o up there ™

Baxter acceptad the suggestion, and
we sot out at once, reaching the house
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HELP WANTED.

thiee, Apply Asterian Office,

will camvass the women of your local-
ity, we have the articles for you; pat-
ented; guarantesd, and great sellers;
send 50 cents for complete samples;
money refunded if not satisfactory.
Ramona Novelty Agency, 208.4 Mohawk
Bldg, Portland, Ore,

WANTED: YOUNG MEN; FREPARE
yourselvea to fill the positions that
will be created as fast as the numerous
railroads complete thair extensions during
1008; salaries paid telegraph operators
$80 to §150 per month; we prepare you
at home by mail first and you can enter
our school later, saving | to 2 months'

today. Pacific Coast School of Tele-

precisely ln the nick of time, Billy,
Stera was in the very act of delivering |
a letter to Miss Davenport at the gute. |

Baxter, out of hreath with walking,
twerely extetded his hand for the letter,
and Miss Davenport gave It 1o him,
The detective tore open the envelope
awd drew forth o sheet of blank paper,

“This Is oo wch for me” sald bhe
“I'tl be hauged it 1 understand”™ —

He was Jutorruptedd by o sudden and
surprising ocourrence,  Without  the
slightest warping Grubaw sprang up-
on Stern, the carrier, and the two men
came heavily to the ground. Grabam
was much the sironger. He selzed
Stern's right wrist and wrenched his
hamd open. A crumpled paper wes dis

“It lies In my mind that the robbery
was past 12" sald ‘Graham, “and the
young man would not be staying at|
Miss Davenport's so late.” l

“We learn that be left about 11." re
sponded Baxter, “but the thieves wery
At work in the postoffice by 10 at the |
Iatest. It was betteg than a two houﬂ'i
Job on that safe. And now, Mr. Gra-
bam,” be coutinued, “will you belp me
read this Jetter? It is ln cipher, and
e can't wake anything of It We
bave reason to assumwe that Allen has
sent several to Miss Davenport ulnm|
the robbery, and we thiak that we are
Justified In trying to get at the bottow
of this puzzle. The young lady may be |
entirely Innocent, of course, It's prob- |
able that she knows wothing of Allen's
counectlon with the robbery or that he!
ls smpected. There's dunbtless some
trick by which shie Is wade 19 band on
these letters to the right party.”

“I'd say the same w ber if [ was
You," maid Graham. “Then yvou'll be In
the way of leurning the Insides of all
thiis. "

Baxter Lalked at this suggestion, but
we sucvesded o persunding bim, and |

he set ont for the house where Misg
Davenport livesd with her widowed
mother. I guve lilm o hote of intro- |
dnetion to the young ludy nnd sotpe
ithier severe slipoaitions as to lis bes
unvior, for I could see thut be vaguely |

sspectd ber of sotie (perhinps tineon

scious) complicity o this aMulr, He
W gole wit tvey ) | return
e both oo sl Wl pusgled. Our aft-
eruoon adition hod gous (o press by
ot Howe, awd Grabow asd | gave
Buster our noad o artention

*Thix s u LI Iasiness,” i1 he. |
“T0 N hanged I 1 umderstand 11, But
here's the stor A fvw davs afier the
[ :!Ir:. M.ss I enpart  got -]
from Al He told ber some sort of
& faked up wtory It being Lothernd

by bis debts and the pnobile resolve that
be bad wnde to puy thes ol I. was
necessary, he rote, Lhat be should
commmunieate sevretly oo friend in
thils town. Would Miss Duvenport re

evive the letters and simply hold them
uutll the friend showld cotse and olulin
them? Ehe need not answer; e would |
take It for granted that she wouoid do|
thls small service for one whomn e |
had once been gracious enough to
count smong her friends. Since then |
she has reveived fve letters wnd I.-;m|
beld thew unopened on the theory that
they were not for ber. The friend bus
ot appearesl. | made her understand
mighty elearly thut this was 4 part of
the postoffice roLbery, and nn!uruiry'
she didn't like the iden. Here are the
jetters and ber written permission for
Mr, Grabisw to reud them if be ean” |
“Give me the one that your ;Iilit‘
found on the street” sald Grabam. |
And Baxter lald it before him. It was
a belef typewritten pote consisting of
8 single string of Jumbled letters nnd|
figures, as follows: |
318fqpviabhiafdvandpdnhiel
oqxgisfulmegerirvitulqgwy
lujntiyknnldtrph
“You didn't show aoything like that
o your article,” snld Baster, grinning. |
“1 was writing for grown folk,"” re
Jgined Grabam, “This s child's play,

| costody snd thelr plunder unearthed

closed. Baxter stoope] and selzed It,
and [ saw a8 he held It up that It bore
& letter written In Allen's cipher.

Grabam rose, pulled Stern up after
bim; then he faced Baxter.

“Why, man,” be eried, “how could ye
doubt who was at the bottom of this
business? Did ye really belleve that
these Jetters were opened after Miss
Davenport recelved them ¥
“Do you mean that this fellow Stern

bas opened them” demanded Baxter,|3e%

“that they were intended for bis syes,
that the whole plot was between Stern
and Allen ¥

“Beyond a doubt,” answered Graham.

“Stern's description of the second ml»'“

ber was an obyious lie intended to

throw dust ln your eyes and east mri SECOND HAND DONKEY ENGINES

picion tpon an lonocent man—yauu:'

Farnsworth. Stern saw no robber hnt{
Allen until be cawe to a looking glass |

In the office,
chance than the postmaster's son to!
kunow of the lurge sum In the safe, DU
ye not think of that ¥ [

Baxter slowly shook lis bhesd

"I guess yvou're right,” he sald. 1
remethber trying to find Steen on the!
evening of the fourth day after tlw
rolibery, and on thut same evening Al
len got away from wy watchers for o
rouple of hotre. Bot | wever thoughin
that there was an;
the iwo eorurrences
et

“Amd on the pext day Miss Daven
port got the pote from Allen asking Let
to revwlve the letters” sald Grahow, )
“It was & ¢lever trick,  Allen knew
thut he wan watchml He dared nt
mnll letters ta Stern of even to a bogus

cotinection between
ey muast have

BN,
them
eredd 1o somebody

In short, they hnd to be dells

If they had been
destroyed or held W the postoffice you'd
have known that the other thief must|

b there.” |

He turned suddenly and selsed the] Jressnd to  the

pale and trembling postman by the
arm with n grip that made him winee

“You'd Just opeued this last letter,|
ehY” sald he. “And you had the In
tlosyre In rour pocket? Of conrse
And when you saw Mr, Baxter open
the vavelope you were afrald and tried
to crumple the slip In your hand and
toms |t over the fence, but I nabbed you
o e, Am T right?*

Stern tried to answer, but his throat
wiun too dry. His face was n pieture of
gullt

“Well, T guens he's the man, sure
sough,” sald Raxter

The rest was easy. Before the even
Ing was over the two thieves were In

from the hiding place where Stern bad
bestowed It.

Sunks Fellaw'

Mine Buort—Mr, Blokoche tell B
you always eall your futher “Pop™

Miss Long—-Isn't be too simple for
auything® I never say “Pop™ exocept
when Mr. Blokoche s calling on me
but be can't take a bint at alL—Cstho-
lie Btandard and Times

hoisting purposes. For deseription and

| and saw himuself, He's & trusted man! price apply to F. D. Kusttner. Astoris
He'd have a far better Oregon, |

for e knew yvou would tnee! o

of Fleetrie Ritter

stiff joints, and complete physieal col-
lapse.

remedy for

under guaranies e

graphy, Portland, Ore

FOR RENT-FURNISHED ROOMS.

FOR RENT—-TWO XICELY FURNISH-

ol rooms with board if desired;

privilege of bath and phone. Fhone R
2131,
FOR RENT — THREE FURNISHED

rooms for housekeeping; mo ‘children.
Enquire 472 Commereial street,

FOR RENT-—2 FURNISHED HOUSE.
keeping rooms. 578 Commercial,

FOR RENT--Housekeepings rooms al I8

077 Exchange streetl.

FOR SALE

FOR BALE—SBCOND-HAND 7 COL-~
umn pewspaper ouifit; complete ex-
sept press; cheap. Inguire at this of.

FOR BALE—CHEAP—HORSE, BUO-

for sale, suitable for logging and

WANTED-Gigl: easy plave; family of

| Hotel Occident; ask tor steward,

” m ' II I w* H— —_— el N Tt
eatalogue. MORSE SCHOOL OF RESTAURANTS.
FELEGRAPHY, Cincinsatl, 0, Duffale,
K. ¥, Atlanta, Ga., La Cresse, Wis,, Tex-
Restaurant
LADIES ONLY READ THIS—I{ you|sys Aster St. Asteria, Ore,
honestly wish to make money, snd| A) kinds of meals Noodies and Chop

board and tuition; write for our terms

QUICK RETURN €O

Situations Wanted Advertisements w
Twice Without Charge.

. e e ey S
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LOST AND FOUND.

—

BROKERAQE.

FOUND-A POCKETBOOK CONTAIN.
ing eard of Mrs, H. O Smith, Call at

BUSINESS DIRECTOR

m-

Eastern asd  Shoslwater Bay Oysters

Steaks, Chops, Ete,
Open day and night

FIRST.CLASS MEAL

L1th 8¢, naxt to Soully's elgar store | == =

C. J. TRENCHARD

and Shipping.
CUSTOM HOUSE BROKER.

Real Estate, Insuranes, Commissier

Offics 133 Ninth Strest, Naxt te Justies
Offies.

| LAUNDRIES.

| ——————— -

The Troy Laundry

“NDUANIN;MM

JAY TUTTLE, M. D.

for 15¢; nice cake, coffes, pie, or
doughnuts, 5¢, at U, 8, Restaur- |
ant, 434 Bond St |

—

i
| You can always find the best,
l:l!i-venl meal in the city at the
Rising Sun Restaurant.

612 CommercialSt,

| WOO0D YARDS,

'WOOD!I WOOD! WCOD!
Cord wood, mill wood, box weed, any

kind of wood at lowest prices. Kally,
j the teansfer man, 'Phons s1gr Mals, |

Bamm o Mu,mduqni

PHYSIOIAN AND SURQGEON |
Acting Amistant S rgoop
U, 8 Marine Hospltal serviee,
JBios hours: 10to 13 am. 1 to 4: 30 pm

DR. J. P. GORAY,

EYE, EAR,
NOSE AND THROAT
10§ Oregonian Building,
PORTLAND . . . . 0

———— " HOTEL PORTLAND

DR. REODA C, HICKS
OSTEOPATH
Office Mansel, BId. Phone Black 3085
§78 Commercini 8t., Astorta, Ore. . |

. ASTORIA, OREQGON. |
m

Pythian Bulkding, Astoris, Oresos.

AR ARAEREEKEEEEE]

Dr. W. 0, LOGAN
DENTIH1

5 Commercial St., Bhanahan Baildieg

o e

MUSIC TRACHER,

'WANTED —THREE MUSIC PUPILS.

Inquire st Astorlan office,

| MANDOLIN LESSONS GIVEN-—-MRS,
C. D0 Stewart, 197 Seventh street. |

WORKINGMEN'S HOTEL,

Good board and clean beds,

Newly renovated throughout. llﬂ
ie

BEST 15 CENT MEAL, | " & #r mame | R, Abercromb

Frop.
Cormer 14th and Exchange Sta,
(Formerly Nehalem House,)

T ———————
HOTELA

PORTLAND, ORR.

§

NOTICE FOR BIDS. }

Chief Quartermaster’s Offie, Vaneoy
ver Barrncks, Wash,, Jiguary 25, 1008
will be

11 o'elink

Ko I !-.y,.l...._-.]. in  trindients,

at this offies untd

sepived
jig, and then pub |
li :’\ opened, for the eonstracviion, m;
wiring, of
qrariem (Mlicers, lll
Fort Stevens, Ore. Full infarmation will|
be furnished on this |
offics. Plass may al o he soen at the!
lle of the ]H'-in 1

nnd ot Fot Him-am:'

m., Fehrunry 24

lnding plumbing and eloetr]

for two 12} W. (

applivation  to

Ouirtermasion
Portland, Oregon
The U. B
.'I'I'l"irl GF reject ans
part thereof, Envelopes con*nining pro-|
ahoulid be  jodorsed "f'l‘l\!m-nil"

the mMght to

Traity |

w all bidws or any |

;v-nnil

for Bullding st Fort ®evens” and ad-!
Chisf  Dviartermanten,
Vancouver Barrarks Wash

J
BIDS WILL BE RECEIVED AT THE|

offies of the Columbin River Packers’
econslruction  of
Flans

Assoclation for  the
Eureka Cannery at Fagle CHff.
and specifications ean be seen ot the
Association office. Wide will he opened
st 10 a, m., Saturday, February 10th,
Right is ressrved to reject any or all
bids. Columbia River Packers Assocla-

tion

A Heali~g Gospel,

The fev, J. . Warren, pastor of
Sharon Baptist Chureh, Belal, Ga., nays
s & Oodsend to
maskind. It emred me of lame back,
1 was so weak It took me half an
bour to walk a mile Two bottles o
Electrie Ditters have made me a0 trong
I have just walled thre mile. in 50 min-
utes and feel Hike walking three maore,
It's made & new man of me" Grevtest

Il Stomach,
pigints,  Sold

Pogers’ drug

Liver and Ki!

store, Priee B

We take your Old Magazines that you

have piled away on your shelves and make
Handsome Books of them fit to grace any

library,

We take your old worn out books with
the covers torn off, rebind them and return

to you good

Let us figure with you on fixing up your

Library.

The J. S. Dellinger Co.

Makers of All Kinds of Books

AsToriAN BuiLpiNe

JUST A MOMENT!

Fra s

We Want to Talk to You

ABOUT BOOK BINDING

We do it in Ali the Latest and
Best Styles of the Art. . ..

LRt Y Y

as any new book.

R

Corner CoMMERCIAL AND 107 Strerr

.....




